Book reviews
Textbook of Medical Physiology by Arthur C Guyton mD 4th ed pp xxxiii+ 1032 illustrated £790 Philadelphia &c.: WB Saunders 1971 In reviewing a modern textbook aimed for students, one should give particular consideration to the style and presentationdoes it encourage the student's learning processes? These criteria are perhaps less important in a book designed as a reference text, but cannot be over-estimated when one wants to achieve an enthusiastic education through physiology to medicine.
Professor Guyton's new book deserves praise because it has been designed in such a palatable way. The text is divided into fairly small sections so that the student has the constant encouraging feeling that he has learnt yet another discrete fact on which to build his foundation of physiology. He is particularly helped by the large number of illustrations.
The easy assimilability is well seen in the sections which cover the author's own research specialtythe exchange offluid between the blood and interstitial fluid.
This 4th edition has been thoroughly revised; the vast new knowledge is from the basic sciences, yet Professor Guyton has kept sufficient perspective to maintain contact with concepts of homeostasis. He, in turn, has been guided by his own students' experience.
It is an admirable introduction to medicine, which at the same time preserves the excitement of physiology. This new edition of a well-tried book is timely. One of the greatest problems of child health today is what to do with the mentally subnormal and this is a sort of primer of knowledge which includes the medical, legal and psychological background and the practical aspects of child care. The social policy favouring home care demands just such a well arranged body of knowledge which will be found helpful to social workers, teachers and parents. The idea that the birth of a mentally subnormal baby is an un-relieved and unrelievable tragedy is likely to be strengthened as the campaign for prenatal diagnosis gathers momentum. Those that escape the net of abortion will hardly be welcomed by their families. Only when positive methods of training are seen to be available and are generally adopted will a little optimism be found a place. Pioneer work, based on the realization that life can be rewarding for the mentally subnormal and their parents, and that loving acceptance and understanding can improve the quality of their lives, has been slow to enter routine practice. That chapters on education of the mentally subnormal and on their habilitation can be included is an excellent sign. This book, primarily written for nurses, should be on the bookshelf of all those concerned with child health.
A W}lTE FRANKLIN
Descriptive Catalogue of the Physiological Series in the Hunterian Museum of the Royal College of Surgeons ofEngland Part I Surviving Hunterian specimens demonstrating those organs in plants and animals for the special purposes of the individual pp xv+292 illustrated £550 Edinburgh & London: E& SLivingstone 1970 Few would disagree that the Hunterian Collection at the Royal College of Surgeons of England is the most famous of its kind in existence. Although it was badly damaged in 1941, much was recovered and the new museum was opened by Mr Harold Macmillan in 1963. John Hunter's specimens of the Physiological Series, together with replacements, are housed on the ground floor of the new museum and the immense task of drawing up a new catalogue was undertaken by the Curator, Miss Jessie Dobson. She has completed Part I, which corresponds to the first four of the five volumes of the Richard Owen catalogue, published between 1832 and 1838, and pays tribute to his masterly interpretation of Hunter's ideas. Hunter wanted his collection to be used by students of surgery and Owen prepared his catalogue to include those observations made by Hunter both in his writings and in his unpublished notes on all aspects of natural history. Miss Dobson has followed Owen's tradition and states that the collection once more reveals Hunter's own ideas about the mysteries and marvels of
